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SECURITY INFORMATION

31 March 1953

MEMORANDUM ¥OR: DD/P
SUBJELT: DCI's Remarks to the A4 Hoe Commlttee on Yoo Y43

1., Pending the preparation on issuance of the formal ninm:tes,
this is a special report on DCI's remarks to the Ad Hoc Committee at
its meeting yesterday 30 March.

2, Mr. Dulles was introduced by Chairman Crittenberger who sald
that the Comilttee desired to get a general estimate from the Director
of Central Intelligence of the value and feasibility of the proposal
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to establish a Vﬁggteer F;eedam Corps. In his introductory remarks
Mr, Dulles matie the following points:
e. Like many ventures of this mature, it will be good if
it works. Tt appears to have a fair chance of working out, but
success is not aswured. Ifuch of its success will depend on the
nature of the publieity accompanying the launching of the progran,
Promature publicity will be very dangerous,
b, TFrom the CIA point of view, the VFC is interesting on
two counts: (1) In the paychological affect if could have on
pramoting defection and, (2} 1In its effect in bullding hope and
morale within the Iron Curtain countries, Toth these objectives
are very important. OGreater defection is important for Intelligence
particularly with respect to obtaining higher level defectors.
The building of marale within the countries is important frao
several "aetivist" points of view. For these reasonc VFC hae
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¢. From the practical point of view the VFC could provide
a acreening device for both the intelligence and the sctivist
flelds. Careful surveillance and military training under U.S.
trainers should serve to bring out some of the mere valuable

7 elements among the escapees,

d. A careful estimate needs to be made of the numbers of
escapees avallable., The various existing estimates indicate that
the total mmber would be no more than 30,000 and that thus a modest
beginning of the type envisaged by the Committee willte required,

6. After these few general remarks DCI was as-ed a number
of gquestions essentlally as followss

Gsreral Crittenberger: Have you had any experience in CIA
in utilizing enlistees under the Lodge Act?

DCI: My impression is that we have not, but we have no
precise information at this moment (Mr. Dulles then asked me to
ascertain the facts which I did today and have reported them to
Mr. Dulles. His impression that we had not so utiliged Lodge
Act enlistees 1s confirmed by my review and the feeling of all
concerned 1s that we d1d not seek to utilize these young men
because of the security hazard inherent in the vay that they
vere recruited and trained, plus the fact that this program offered
an obvious target for the apposition).

General Crittenberger: What is your opinion as to why more
Yyoung men were not atiracted by the Lodge Act?

DCI: TYoung men tmk in the USSR haven't known what liberty 1is,
80 ths appeal, 1f 1t ever got to their ears at all, produced no
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response.bwxtix In the Satellites there has been a substantial
smount oi.'defeetionammgymmand Same of them did get
through te join up under the Lodge Act, but in the meantime
the opposition has tightered up centrols very rigidly.

Mr. Marshall: Do you visualize recruiting for covert use
quite separately from the overt military use of the VFCJ

DCI: This would, of course, have to be exercised with the
utmost care. @ might be able to divert some of the personnel
for covert use before entering the Corps. Once they have becore
memb-ra of the Corpa, ve would feel that they had lest their
value for covert use. Ye have to essune Communist infiltration
of anythivg like the VF(.

Mr, Marshall: This Committee has contemplated writing a
preamble to the proposed draft legislation which would state P /i’
among the objectives of the VFC that #x 1t is arganized o o
uphold the principles of the UN Charter. Do you agree with this?

DCI: {Replied in general that the best psychological affect
of a VFC would be the statement of its purpose as being in support
of undversal principles of freedom and that of course the UN
Charter could be included in this context, )

General Ruffner: Ambassader Lodge stated to this Comm’ttee
that our escapee Hrograms are "gotting under the skins" of the
Bugsians. Do you believe the VFC would be an aid to advanctug
the escapes program?

DCI: The VFC should defimitely be an aid to d efection
particularly among Csechs and Poles, but less anong the Hungarians
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and Rumanians because they have no common border with the West.

General Ruffner: In previcus Committee meetings it has been
suggested that the setting up of efficlent defector reception
conters would be one of the most important elements in carrying
out the program. Do you have any comment?

DDI: I certainly agree that we must assure tiat defectors
are made to feel welcane, We muat also be sure that not only
those who are accepted for service in the VFC but also those who
are rejected be takem care of adequately (at this polnt DCT also
suggested that it might be very helpful if escapees who have
¢amilies behind the Iron Curtain be given pseudonyms at the time
they are recruited.

Mr. Edmund Taylor: Do you believe the VFC program should be
extended to the Far Eastern Soviet areas?

DCI: Haven't had a chance to giv@ this mueh thought. Where
would they come from? Seme might show up in Turkey such as
Georglans and Armenfans, but this is a rather special questlon.

£. Mr. Dulles was then asked by the Chairman if he had any
preliminayy estimate of the probable Soviet reaction to a VFC.

Mr. Dulles then proceeded to give the substance of the rough
preliminary estimate made by the ONE Staff for review b~ the IAC
at its meoting next week., This prelimimary report will be included
in the formal minntes of the meeting which will be sent you sube
sequently.

g. In response to a question from Mr. Marshall as to whether
the VFC would be applicable to all countries behind the Curtain
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in Eastern Europe, Mr. Dulles replied that he had no firm conviction
of his own, but that the problem should be looked at fram the
point of view of three geographic areas: (1) the Satellites, (2)
the Baltic Countries, and (3) The Ukranians and other nationalities
vhich have bsen considered a part of the U3SSR, In general, it

may be sald that DCI's remarks were looked upon as cautious but

encouraging and xt in any event as highly enlfghtening.
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